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Dear Colleague,

Over the last few months, the European Society of Pathology (ESP) has been 
assessing the evolution of travelling restrictions, global health reports and con-
finements associated with the current pandemic. The uncertain projections for 
the next months have led ESP to the decision to move the 33rd European Con-
gress of Pathology (ECP) to a virtual setting.

It is our great pleasure to invite you to attend the 33rd ECP which will take place 
as an online congress from 29 – 31 August 2021.

The motto for the ECP 2021, ”Compass for Optimal Patient Therapy” alludes to 
Gothenburg's strong maritime tradition being the largest port in Sweden. We 
would have loved to organise a live meeting in Gothenburg, but in order to pro-
tect the health and safety of everybody involved in the congress, had to decide 
for a virtual congress. The ECP 2021 will be the centre for European internati-
onal diagnostic and academic pathology. Pathologists and their collaborators, 
molecular biologists, geneticists, bioinformaticians, and information technolo-
gists will meet to share recent and important advances in our discipline that 
offer the latest diagnostic, prognostic and predictive information needed in the 
best patient care. For ECP 2021, the ESP working groups are busy preparing 
state-of-the-art organ-based sessions while collaborating pathology and clinical 
scientific societies will interact in joint scientific events. Exciting topics in the 
field of molecular pathology, digital pathology, AI in pathology, quality assess-
ment, education and public awareness will be part of the scientific programme. 
Four keynote lectures by distinguished international experts will highlight fas-
cinating topics in pathology and beyond. Thematic symposia on interstitial lung 
pathology and molecular findings in salivary gland tumours of diagnostic and 
predictive importance will take place.

We thank you for your continued support and we look forward to welcoming 
you to our virtual meeting in August 2021.

Holger Moch
President of the European Society of Pathology

Göran Elmberger
Chair of the Local Organising Committee of ECP 2021

Welcome Address

Göran Elmberger

Holger Moch
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Committees and Organisers

e SCIENTIFIC / ORGANISING COMMITTEE 

Holger Moch, Switzerland
Dina Tiniakos, Greece / UK
Fátima Carneiro, Portugal
Peter Schirmacher, Germany
Anders Edsjö, Sweden
Göran Elmberger, Sweden
Martin Johansson, Sweden
Raed Al Dieri, Belgium

e �ESP EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AND 
COUNCIL

President: 	 Holger Moch, Switzerland
President-elect: 	 Aleš Ryška, Czech Republic
Secretary: 	 Aurelio Ariza, Spain
Treasurer: 	 Maria Rosaria Raspollini, Italy
Past President: 	 Dina Tiniakos, Greece / UK
Members: 	� Irene Esposito, Germany 

Marina Kos, Croatia 
Ronald de Krijger, The Netherlands 
Carolin Lackner, Austria 
José Palacios Calvo, Spain 
Gitta Turowski, Norway 
Glenn McCluggage, UK 
Anastasia Konstantinidou, Greece

Chair of the  
Advisory Board:	 Marco Santucci, Italy

ESP Director  
General:	 Raed Al Dieri, Belgium

e WORKING GROUPS OF THE ESP 

Chair of the  
ESP Working Groups: Dina Tiniakos, Greece / UK

	 1.	Autopsy Pathology
		 Chair: M. Haab, Germany 
		 Co-Chair: C. Marques Pontinha, Portugal
	 2.	Breast Pathology
		 Chair: Z. Varga, Switzerland 
		 Co-Chair: G. Cserni, Hungary
	 3.	Cytopathology
		 Chair: P. Vielh, France
		 Co-Chair: G. Troncone, Italy
	 4.	Dermatopathology
		 Chair: E. Calonje, UK 
		 Co-Chair: B. Luzar, Slovenia
	 5.	Digestive Diseases Pathology
		� Chair: R. Feakins, UK
		 Co-Chair: I. Esposito, Germany

	 6.	Electron Microscopy
		 Chair: G. Cennachi, Italy 
		 Co-Chair: D. Naranjo-Hans, Spain
	 7.	Endocrine Pathology
		 Chair: J.-Y. Scoazec; France
		 Co-Chair: C. Eloy, Portugal
	 8.	Gynaecological Pathology
		 Chair: S. Stolnicu, Romania 
		 Co-Chair: A. Vidal Bel, Spain
	 9.	Head and Neck Pathology
		 Chair: N. Zidar, Slovenia
		 Co-Chair: S. Ihrler, Germany
10.		History of Pathology 
		 Chair: R. Henriques de Gouveia, Portugal
		 Co-Chair: J. Gulczyński, Poland
11.		Infectious Diseases Pathology
		� Chair: G. Gorkiewicz, Austria
		 Co-Chair: N. Rakislova, Spain
	12.	IT (Computational)
		 Chair: G. Kayser, Germany
	13.	Molecular Pathology
		 Chair: G. Höfler, Austria
		 Co-Chair: G. Stanta, Italy
	14.	Nephropathology
		 Chair: K. Amann, Germany
		 Co-Chair: H. Hopfer, Switzerland
	15.	Paediatric and Perinatal Pathology
		 Chair: I. Colmenero, Spain
		 Co-Chair: A. Coulomb, France
	16.	�Pathology in Favour of Developing Countries
		� Chair: tbc
		 Co-Chair: G. de Falco, UK 
	17.	Pulmonary Pathology
		 Chair: I. Kern, Slovenia
		 Co-Chair: P. Hofman, France
	18. �Soft Tissue and Bone Pathology
		� Chair: F. Le Loarer, France
		 Co-Chair: D. Baumhoer, Switzerland
	19.	Thymic and Mediastinal Pathology
		 Chair: M. Szolkowska, Poland 
		 Co-Chair: J. von der Thüsen, The Netherlands
	20.	Uropathology 
		 Chair: M. Colecchia, Italy
		 Co-Chair: D. Ertoy Baydar, Turkey
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e AFFILIATED SOCIETIES 

e �Cardiovascular Pathology
	 President: K. Michaud, Switzerland
	 Secretary: G. D'Amati, Italy
e �Haematopathology
	 President: L. Quintanilla-Fend, Germany
	 Secretary: J. Goodlad, UK
e �Neuropathology (Euro – CNS)
	 President: P. Ince, UK
e �Ophthalmic Pathology
	 President: R. M. Verdijk, The Netherlands
e �Paediatric Pathology
	 President: M. Ashworth, UK
	 Secretary: S. Holden, UK

e BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE ESP 

The European Society of Pathology (ESP) was established 
in 1963 in Brussels and is a leading force in European  
pathology and, as such, is pivotal to the future of the spe-
cialty in Europe and beyond. As a scientific society, the 
ESP has, as its primary aim, the promotion of high qual-
ity diagnostic practice, applied and translational research 
and under- and postgraduate education in the field of hu-
man pathology. This is achieved through its congresses, its 
journal Virchows Archiv and various other activities. The 
ESP interacts with national pathology societies in Europe 
and has developed links with other EU bodies in close col-
laboration with UEMS (Union Européenne des Médecins 
Spécialistes) and EAPCP (European Association of Pathol-
ogy Chairs and Programme Directors).

The European School of Pathology under the auspices of 
the ESP and with the support of 20 Working Groups and  
5 Affiliated Societies representing different fields of pathol- 
ogy is involved in the organisation of courses to meet the 
needs of young pathologists. The ESP Foundation provides 
external quality assessment (QA) programmes for several 
biomarkers. Diagnostic laboratories worldwide participate 
in the ESP Foundation QA schemes, such as Lung and Colon.

Office of the ESP
Rue Bara 6, 1070 Brussels, Belgium
Phone:	+32 – 25208036
E-mail:	info@esp-pathology.org
www.esp-pathology.org

Committees and Organisers / About the ESP

Get the ECP 2021 App for your smartphone 
and experience the congress at your fingertips.

Stop carrying around piles of paper. Just take 
the congress with you, wherever and when-
ever you want.
e �Send questions to during a session.
e �Quickly find your way through the most  

up-to-date congress schedule.
e �Mark your favorite sessions and personalise 

your experience.
e �Access vital information around the congress.

The App is completely free and provides  
iPhone / iPad and Android users at the 33rd ECP 
with on-the-go access to the congress' most  
exciting interactive features.

The ECP 2021 App is powered by GLOBIT GmbH.

e ECP 2021 APP

ECP
2021

Available in stores 
in August 2021

tel:+32�25208036
mailto:info@esp-pathology.org
http://www.esp-pathology.org/
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Colour Legend

e COLOURS AND ABBREVIATION CODES OF SESSIONS

Working Group Sessions

AUT	 Autopsy pathology

BREAST	 Breast pathology

CARD	 Cardiovascular pathology

CYTO	 Cytopathology

DERM	 Dermatopathology

DEVEL
	 Pathology in favour of

developing countries

DIGE	 Digestive diseases pathology

EM	 Electron microscopy

ENDO	 Endocrine pathology

GYNAE	 Gynaecological pathology

HAEMA	 Haematopathology

H & N	 Head and neck pathology

HIST	 History of pathology

INFE	 Infectious diseases pathology

IT	 IT in pathology

MOPA	 Molecular pathology

NEPH	 Nephropathology

NEURO	 Neuropathology

OPHTH	 Ophthalmic pathology

PAED	 Paediatric and perinatal pathology

PULM	 Pulmonary pathology

SO-TI	 Soft tissue and bone pathology

THYM	 Thymic and mediastinal pathology

URO	 Uropathology

KNL	 e Keynote Lecture
LC	 e Long Course
OFP	 e �Oral Free Paper Session
SC	 e �Short Course
SPEC	 e Special Session
SS	 e �Slide Seminar
SY	 e �Symposium
TR	 e Trainees' Session

Special Sessions

KEYNOTE	 Keynote lecture

SPEC 	 Special session ESP

SpS
	 Special session Swedish  

Society of Pathology

TR	 Trainees' session

MD
	 One-Day Molecular Pathology  

Diagnostics Symposium

CP
	 One-Day Computational  

Pathology Symposium

VA	 Virchows Archiv

e ASSOCIATIONS  / SOCIETIES COLLABORATING IN THE SCIENTIFIC PROGRAMME

e �Arkady M. Rywlin (AMR) Club
e �European Crohn's and Colitis Organisation (ECCO)
e �European National Societies affiliated to the ESP
e �European Society of Gynaecological Oncology (ESGO)
e �European SocieTy for Radiotherapy and Oncology 

(ESTRO)
e �International Academy of Cytology (IAC)
e �International Academy of Pathology (IAP)

e �International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC)
e �International Collaboration on Cancer Reporting 

(ICCR)
e �Japanese Society of Pathology (JSP)
e �Rodger C. Haggitt Gastrointestinal Pathology Society 

(GIPS)
e �United European Gastroenterology (UEG)
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Programme Schedule e SUNDAY, 29 AUGUST 2021
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Programme Schedule e MONDAY, 30 AUGUST 2021
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Further Sessions

e �ONE-DAY COMPUTATIONAL PATHOLOGY SYMPOSIUM (CP) 

The Computational Pathology Symposium will be orga-
nized in conjunction with the ECP in 2021 for the sixth 
time. Previous versions attracted an audience consisting 
of pathologists, scientists and technicians from hospitals, 
academia and industry. The symposium aims to be a fo-
rum for discussion and exchange of knowledge in the 
area of computational pathology. We bring together key 
speakers from both academia and industry to facilitate 
such interaction in the broadest possible manner. Top-
ics of interest are algorithm development and validation, 

regulatory and usability issues, and clinical value. Panel 
discussions and demonstrations may be part of the pro-
gram in addition to invited speakers and submitted talks. 
This year, for the second time, we will hand out a 'best 
paper award' to the highest ranking submitted abstract. 
The symposium is organized by Jeroen van der Laak, Dar-
ren Treanor, Nasir Rajpoot, and Geert Litjens.

Further information will soon be available online at  
www.esp-congress.org.

e �ONE-DAY SYMPOSIUM ON MOLECULAR PATHOLOGY DIAGNOSTICS AND  
TRANSLATIONAL RESEARCH 

We are pleased to invite you for the seventh time to 
the “Symposium on Molecular Pathology Diagnostics 
and Translational Research”. Our programme for 2021  
includes molecular approaches with clinical applications 
in oncology as well as newest developments of modern 
technologies like parallel sequencing and the analysis of 
new biomarkers. 
The major goals for scientists working together with  
pathologists and clinicians in the field are to provide high-
quality molecular diagnostics but at the same time to 
translate basic research discoveries into clinical practice. 
The symposium will address and discuss current advances  
but also challenges and problem-solving approaches 
in the field of molecular pathology. Not only molecular  
biologists but also pathologists and other participants are 
more than welcome to join this symposium! 
Get the latest insights in precision medicine and how they 
directly impact testing and treatment decisions.

The symposium will cover the following topics:
e �Pan-cancer strategies for solid tumour diagnostics 

(Joint Session with WG Molecular Pathology)
e �Tumour agnostic approaches
e �Integrative diagnostics and IT solutions

There will be an additional Joint Session with the WG  
Molecular Pathology in the main programme dealing with 
the new IVD regulations.

Organisers:
e �Prof. Johan Botling, Department of Immunology  

Genetics and Pathology, Rudbeck Laboratory 
Uppsala University Hospital, Uppsala, Sweden

e �Dr. Erik Jan Dubbink, Department of Pathology,  
Erasmus MC, Rotterdam, The Netherlands

e �Prof. Dr. Sabine Merkelbach-Bruse, Institute of  
Pathology, University Hospital Cologne, Germany

e �Dr. Bastian Tops, Diagnostic Laboratory, Princess 
Maxima Center for Pediatric Oncology, Utrecht, the 
Netherlands

Further information will also be available online at 
www.esp-congress.org.

e �REGISTRATION FEES   
(for ECP delegates the symposia are included in the registration fee) 

Registration and payment received
by 1 July 2021

EUR
after 1 July 2021

EUR

Computational Pathology Symposium (29 August 2021) 110,00 140,00

One-Day Molecular Pathology Diagnostics Symposium 
(30 August 2021)

110,00 140,00

http://www.esp-congress.org/
http://www.esp-congress.org/
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e SUBMISSION OF ABSTRACTS

The scientific committee invites you to participate actively 
in this congress which will be an extraordinary occasion 
for the exchange of thoughts and experiences. We look 
forward to receiving abstracts online for consideration and 
inclusion in the scientific programme as oral or poster pre-
sentation or e-Poster.

The submitted abstracts should give a brief description of 
the title and topic. All abstracts will be reviewed by mem-
bers of the working groups and / or the scientific committee.

The reviewers will judge the abstracts according to the 
relevance to ESP, standard of English, objectivity of state-
ment, description of what was done, suitability of methods 
to aims, conclusions confirmed by objective results, ethics, 
scientific value, potential clinical value, originality of work 
and overall impression. 

All accepted abstracts will be published in an abstract 
book which is a digital supplement to Virchows Archiv, 
and online on the congress website www.esp-congress.
org. There will be no printed version of the abstract book. 

The deadline for abstract submission is 14 April 2021. 

e �GUIDELINES FOR PREPARATION OF  
ABSTRACTS

e �Please choose a title that clearly indicates the content of 
the contribution. 

e �Please avoid abbreviations in the title (exception: scien-
tific terms). Abbreviations may be used in the text if they 
are defined when used first.

e �Please make sure to use proper English language.
e �Please refrain from spelling abstract titles and co-au-

thors’ names in capital letters.
e �The author‘s name (full first name, family name) and 

place of work (institution, city, country) should be indi-
cated in the respective form fields, not in the abstract 
title.

e �Degrees, titles, street addresses and acknowledgements 
of support should be omitted in the abstract title and text.

To provide maximum information in the abstract please
e �state the specific background & objective of the study
e �state the methods used, if pertinent
e �summarise the results obtained
e �state the conclusions reached
e �ensure that the abstract does not contain spelling, gram-

mar or scientific errors, as it will be reproduced exactly 
as submitted.

e �GUIDELINES FOR SUBMISSION OF  
ABSTRACTS

e �A maximum of 5 abstracts per author will be accepted 
for submission. Additional submissions will not be con-
sidered (without further notice).

e �An abstract which has been previously published cannot 
be submitted, unless there are new methods, findings, 
updated data or other acceptable reasons for submitting.

e �Abstracts are to be submitted in English, the official 
language of the 33rd European Congress of Pathology, 
should not exceed 250 words and be structured in the 
following specified subtitles: background & objective, 
methods, results and conclusion.

e �Case reports should also be structured as much as possi-
ble following the aforementioned categories. If not pos-
sible, the authors should upload the abstracts using the 
most appropriate categories (in the respective text boxes 
in the submission form).

e �The abstract submission constitutes a formal commit-
ment by the first author to present the corresponding 
presentation in the session and time slot assigned by the 
scientific committee.

e �Changes in authorship should be communicated to the 
Congress and Exhibition Office at ecp-gothenburg@cpo-
hanser.de in order to ensure correct appearance in the 
printed programme. 

e �Should the first author, who is considered the presenter, 
turn out to be unable to present his / her poster one of the 
co-authors should take over this responsibility. A change 
of the presenting author needs to be communicated to 
the Congress and Exhibition Office at ecp-gothenburg@
cpo-hanser.de and will only be processed after accept-
ance of abstracts. Presenter changes, which are being 
addressed to the Congress and Exhibition Office before 
the official acceptance notification, will not be consid-
ered.

e �Registration to the congress is mandatory to be able to 
present the abstract and get it published in the abstract 
book – and must be completed by 24 June 2021. If the 
speaker fails to register and pay before this date, his / her 
abstract will be excluded from the scientific programme 
and publication in Virchows Archiv.

e �If a delegate has registered upon the condition that his / 
her abstract is accepted and the abstract is rejected, the 
registration fee will be refunded. The acceptance of ab-
stracts by the scientific committee does not imply any 
financial assistance or fee reduction. 

e �Notification of acceptance or rejection by the scientific 
committee will be emailed to the first author. Detailed 
information in which format the abstract is accepted 
(oral or poster presentation or e-Poster), guidelines and 
recommendations for each abstract type as well as time 
allotment, date, hour, and venue will be sent in due time 
to registered first authors.

Call for Abstracts 

http://hanser.de/
http://cpo-hanser.de/
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e TOPICS

When submitting an abstract, please choose one of the 
following topics:
	 1.	One-Day Molecular Diagnostics Symposium
	 2.	One-Day Computational Pathology Symposium
	 3.	Autopsy Pathology
	 4.	Breast Pathology
	 5.	Cardiovascular Pathology
	 6.	Cytopathology
	 7.	Dermatopathology
	 8.	Digestive Diseases Pathology – GI Pathology
	 9.	Digestive Diseases Pathology – Liver and Pancreas
10.		Electron Microscopy
11.		Endocrine Pathology
12.		Gynaecological Pathology
13.		Haematopathology
14.		Head and Neck Pathology
15.		History of Pathology
16.		Infectious Diseases
17.		IT in Pathology 
18.		Molecular Pathology
19.		Nephropathology

Call for Abstracts 

Continuing Medical Education (CME)

e �CONTINUING MEDICAL  
EDUCATION (CME)

An application will be made to the UEMS EACCME for ac-
creditation of this event. The UEMS EACCME credits are 
recognised by the American Medical Association towards 
the Physician's Recognition Award (PRA). More detailed 
information will become available prior to the congress on 
the congress website www.esp-congress.org.

20.		Neuropathology
21.		Ophthalmic Pathology
22.		Paediatric and Perinatal Pathology
23.		Pathology in Favour of Developing Countries
24.		Pulmonary Pathology
25.		Soft Tissue and Bone Pathology
26.		Thymic and Mediastinal Pathology
27.		Uropathology
28.		Other Topics

e BURSARIES FOR THE CONGRESS

The ESP will provide a limited number of bursaries to sup-
port the attendance of residents and trainees in pathology 
at the congress. Bursaries include a free registration to 
the congress. Membership of the ESP and submission of 
an abstract are required. A CV, proof of residency and a 
supporting letter – to explain why the bursary is needed – 
have to be submitted during the application process. 
Please visit www.esp-congress.org to apply for a bursary. 
The application deadline is 14 April 2021.

http://www.esp-congress.org/
http://www.esp-congress.org/
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Please register online for the 33rd European Congress of 
Pathology.

Registration Fee for ESP Members, Non-Members, 
Residents and PhD students includes:
e �Access to all scientific sessions (including Molecular 

Pathology Diagnostics Symposium (MD) and Computa-
tional Pathology Symposium (CP)) during live congress 
hours

e �Access to all sessions on-demand (until 2 months after 
the congress)

e �Access to digital posters/e-Posters and virtual exhibition

e CONFIRMATION

Upon receipt of the registration and the corresponding 
payment, the congress office will send a confirmation to 
the participant which also serves as an invoice. 

e PAYMENT

When registering for the 33rd European Congress of Pathol-
ogy, please arrange payment of the registration fee. All pay-
ments must be made in EUR. You can choose between two 
forms of payment. 
e Credit card (AMEX, Eurocard / Mastercard, VISA)
e	Bank transfer to the congress bank account:
	 CPO HANSER SERVICE GmbH w/ECP 2021 (ZB) 
	 DB Privat- und Firmenkundenbank AG
	� Address of the bank:  

Unter den Linden 13 – 15, 10117 Berlin, Germany
	 BIC: DEUT DE DB BER
	 IBAN: DE86 1007 0024 0586 1836 47
We strongly recommend credit card payment as charges for 
bank transfers may apply twice, once in the country of ori-
gin and a second time in the target country.

Congress Registration

e REGISTRATION FEES

Registration and  
payment received

by 20 April 2021
EUR

by 1 July 2021
EUR

after 1 July 2021
EUR

ESP Member * 180,00 230,00 280,00

Non-Member 380,00 430,00 480,00

Resident ** 80,00 120,00 160,00

PhD student ** 80,00 120,00 160,00

*  �In good standing (membership fee for 2021 paid) 
Please note that the member fee can only be granted if you are a member of the ESP at the time of registration.  
If you are not a member yet, you need to apply for membership first, and once you have received your ESP membership confirmation, you 
can register at the member fee. 

** For residents / PhD students under 40 (i.e. born after 28 August 1981 – to be proven by ID card / passport). The resident / student status must 
be confirmed by a formal declaration from the head of department or the responsible for the training programme /a valid student ID card or 
confirmation of enrolment. All documents need to be uploaded during the registration process.
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e CANCELLATION POLICY

In case of cancellation, please notify the congress of-
fice CPO HANSER SERVICE in writing only. A full refund 
(minus an administrative charge of EUR 100,00) will be 
given for cancellations received by 27 May 2021. After  
27 May 2021, no refunds will be given.

e HOST ORGANISATION

European Society of Pathology
Rue Bara 6
1070 Brussels, Belgium

e SCIENTIFIC CONTACT 

Raed Al Dieri
ESP Director General
Rue Bara 6
1070 Brussels, Belgium
Email: r.aldieri@esp-pathology.org

e CONGRESS AND EXHIBITION OFFICE

CPO HANSER SERVICE GmbH
Paulsborner Str. 44
14193 Berlin, Germany
Phone:	+49 – 30 – 300 669-0
E-mail: ecp-gothenburg@cpo-hanser.de

e ECP 2021 APP (more information on page 5)

Get the ECP 2021 App for your smartphone and experience 
the congress at your fingertips (available in August 2021).

The ECP 2021 App is powered by GLOBIT GmbH.

e TECHNICAL EXHIBITION

The 33rd European Congress of Pathology will be accom-
panied by a virtual exhibition. Potential exhibitors can re-
quest an exhibition / sponsoring brochure from the exhibi-
tion office, CPO HANSER SERVICE GmbH.
E-mail: ecp-gothenburg@cpo-hanser.de

e FINAL PROGRAMME AND ABSTRACTS

The final programme and abstracts will be published on 
the internet at CO CONGRESS ONLINE® prior to the con-
gress. This enables each participant to create her / his 
personal congress programme schedule. Abstracts will 
be published in an abstract book which is a digital sup-
plement to Virchows Archiv and online on the congress 
website www.esp-congress.org. There will be no printed 
version of the abstract book. 

e CONGRESS WEBSITE

Further and updated information will be available on the 
internet at www.esp-congress.org.

e CONGRESS LANGUAGE

The official language of the 33rd European Congress of  
Pathology is English.

Congress Information

mailto:r.aldieri@esp-pathology.org
tel:+49�30�300 669-0
mailto:ecp-gothenburg@cpo-hanser.de
mailto:ecp-gothenburg@cpo-hanser.de
http://www.esp-congress.org/
http://www.esp-congress.org/
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DATES TO REMEMBER

14 April 2021	� Deadline for abstract submission and bursary application

20 April 2021	� First deadline for early registration fees

1 July 2021	 Second deadline for early registration fees

www.esp-congress.org

http://www.esp-congress.org/
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