Activity report 2023-2024 Autopsy pathology working group (WG AUT)

Chair (2022-2024): Prof. Cristina Basso, Padova, Italy Co-Chair: Dr. Emilian Olteanu,
Timisoara, Romania

Members and general activity

The WG AUT maintained a strong membership base throughout 2023 and 2024. In 2023, the
working group had 89 members, which jumped to 187 in 2024. With this strong membership
the group can foster a vibrant online community through the ESP dedicated platform,
facilitating discussions and knowledge sharing among members.

The Chair and Co-Chair actively participated in the ESP's annual meetings and conferences,
representing the interests of the WG AUT and contributing to the society's overall goals. They
also organized and participated in several virtual meetings throughout the year to discuss
ongoing projects, plan future activities, and address member queries.

Contributions to the 2023 ECP in Dublin, Ireland

The WG AUT played a significant role in the 2023 European Congress of Pathology,
organizing and contributing to several well-received sessions:

e Symposium: AUT & HIST Joint - Landmarks in autopsy pathology. This
symposium explored the historical evolution of autopsy pathology and its impact on
modern medical practice.

e Symposium: AUT & OPHTH Joint - An eye out for autopsy pathology. This
symposium highlighted the crucial intersection of autopsy pathology and ophthalmic
pathology, emphasizing the importance of interdisciplinary collaboration.

e OFP-08 Joint Oral Free Paper Session: Paediatric and Perinatal
Pathology/Autopsy Pathology. This session featured 12 presentations covering a wide
range of topics relevant to autopsy pathology in pediatric and perinatal cases.

e SC-18 Short Course: Cardiovascular Pathology/Paediatric and Perinatal
Pathology - Joint Short Course: Primer in congenital heart disease. This short
course provided attendees with a comprehensive overview of congenital heart disease,
integrating clinical perspectives with autopsy findings.

e PS-21 Poster Session: Autopsy Pathology. This poster session showcased 5 posters
on various topics related to autopsy pathology.

e E-PS-01 E-Posters: Autopsy Pathology. 24 e-posters were presented in the autopsy
pathology category, covering a diverse range of subjects.

Contributions to the 2024 ECP in Florence, Italy

The WG AUT continued its active participation in the European Congress of Pathology in
2024, contributing to a variety of educational and scientific sessions:

e SC-04 Short Course: Perinatal death and sudden intrauterine death. This short
course focused on the critical aspects of perinatal and intrauterine death investigations.
e SC-07 Short Course: The application of novel tools in the autopsy setting. This
short course explored the latest advancements in autopsy techniques and technologies.



SC-08 Short Course: Cardiovascular inflammatory disease at autopsy. This short
course provided an in-depth examination of cardiovascular inflammatory diseases from
an autopsy perspective. [Include speaker names and topics as you provided earlier]
SY-11 Symposium: Update on diagnostic criteria for myocarditis in the autopsy
and biopsy setting. This symposium addressed the latest developments in diagnosing
myocarditis.

OFP-08 Joint Oral Free Paper Session. The WG AUT contributed to this joint session
with presentations on various topics.

SY-24 Symposium: When should we determine the causative infectious agent in
autopsies? A medical, legal and historical perspective. This symposium examined
the complexities of identifying infectious agents in autopsy cases.

PS-01 Poster Session: Autopsy Pathology. This poster session featured 10 posters
highlighting recent research and case studies in autopsy pathology.

E-PS-01 E-Posters: Autopsy Pathology. 41 e-posters were presented in the autopsy
pathology category, demonstrating the breadth of research and innovation in the field.

Further activities in 2024

In addition to its contributions to the ECP, the WG AUT organized a highly successful EScoP
course in Lisbon, Portugal:

EScoP course for Autopsy and Cardiovascular Pathology 2024. This three-day
course provided in-depth training on autopsy techniques and interpretation, with a focus
on cardiovascular pathology. The course, taught by Giulia d’Amati, Cristina Basso,
Sebastian Lucas, and Monica de Gaspari, covered key topics such as:

Methodology of autopsy investigation

Autopsy of the central nervous system

Autopsy in infectious diseases

Autopsy after interventional and surgical procedures

Cardiovascular autopsy

Sudden death including molecular autopsy

Surgical cardiovascular pathology and endomyocardial biopsy.
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The course was attended by both board-certified pathologists and trainees, and it received
excellent feedback from participants.

Fostering Scientific Collaboration

The WG AUT is actively working to foster scientific collaboration with the Autopsy
Committee of the College of American Pathologists (CAP). This collaboration aims to
promote the exchange of knowledge, expertise, and best practices in autopsy pathology
between European and American pathologists.

Plans for ECP 2025

The WG AUT has already secured a prominent role in the scientific program for the 37th
European Congress of Pathology in Vienna, Austria:

Joint Symposium: AUT & PAED - From common to complex: integrating routine
and specialized paediatric autopsy practices.



e Short Course: Secrets of brain diseases in autopsy pathology.

e Joint Short Course: CARD & AUT - Ischemic and non-ischemic myocardial
injury.

o Slide Seminar: When autopsy finds the unexpected: what is it?

These sessions demonstrate the WG AUT's commitment to advancing knowledge and
promoting best practices in autopsy pathology.
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