From your new President

It is a great honour and privilege to succeed Professor Fred Bosman as your President for
the next two years. | am still coming down to earth from our wonderfully successful congress
in Florence, so ably hosted by Professor Marco Santucci and his team. It was marvellous to
see more than 2,600 participants and the ambience was most congenial. It is this fruitful
combination of scientific and social activities that makes our congresses so special.

The European Society of Pathology is in great shape; financially sound with its own office in
Brussels, a full time administrator (Krasi) and a committed Executive Committee. Under the
leadership of Fred, the society has made accelerated progress in its development as a real
force in European pathology.

So, who am I?

| am 57, English and Professor of Gynaecological Pathology at the University of Sheffield
and Honorary Consultant to Sheffield Teaching Hospitals. | come from a family background
in engineering in the industrial West Midlands. | graduated in 1976 from Manchester Medical
School and, following junior posts in Bristol, | moved to the University of Leeds in 1980 as
Lecturer in Pathology where | began to take a special interest in gynaecological pathology. |
was appointed Honorary Consultant in 1983, Senior Lecturer in 1988 and to the Chair of
Gynaecological Pathology at St James’s University Hospital, Leeds in 1993. | was invited to
move to a similar post in the University of Sheffield in 1997.

I have been President of the International Society of Gynecological Pathologists (2003-2005)
and (since January 2003) Editor of Histopathology, the journal of the British Division of the
International Academy of Pathology (BDIAP). | am co-editor of the major two-volume
textbook, Obstetrical and Gynaecological Pathology. | am a former President of the British
Gynaecological Cancer Society, Honorary Secretary of the BDIAP and Meetings Secretary
and General Secretary of the Pathological Society of Great Britain and Ireland. | am a
member of Council of the Royal College of Pathologists and Chairman of the College’s
Specialty Advisory Committee on Histopathology and a member of the College’s Executive
Committee. | am a Phase Director of Studies in the School of Medicine and Biomedical
Sciences, University of Sheffield.

I have published more than 200 original papers, book chapters and review articles and have
received many invitations to lecture around the world. | have a substantial consultation
practice. In 2004, | was elected a Fellow of the Royal College of Obstetricians and
Gynaecologists (ad eundem) “in recognition of the major contributions he has made to the
specialty and the well being of women”.

My wife Lynne is a nurse specialist in palliative care in Sheffield. | have a son James, a
daughter Rosie, and two stepsons, Richard and Philip. My happiest times have involved



music (especially singing!), our garden, skiing with my family and dining with
histopathologists around the world.

There is much to do. | would like to enhance our educational activities and make full use of
our Brussels facility to hold a series of master classes in histopathological and cytological
diagnosis for up to thirty-five participants. | would like to see an increase in our membership
and, in particular, would like to embrace more of our colleagues in Eastern Europe and
Russia.

Being President is, | believe, rather like being the conductor of a symphony orchestra. Just
as the conductor is nothing without the support of the members of the orchestra, | am also
nothing without your support.

You may contact me at any time with your comments and suggestions:
m.wells@sheffield.ac.uk

Finally, my good friend Professor Niki Agnantis has now left the Society’s Executive
Committee as immediate past-President. | would like to express my special thanks to Niki for
her invaluable support in the years leading up to my Presidency.

Michael Wells

Sheffield, September 2009



